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Seth Banlall House
37 Surplus Street

In 1833, Scth Bartlett pur-
chased for $70 land owned by
Joseph Brewster, a prosperous
shipwright. He had married
Nancy Bradford, the daughter
of Zadock and Lucy (Gray)
Bradford of Duxbury, in
1822, and the couple had four
children, Seth Eldridge, Hen-
ry and twin daughters, Caro-
line A. and Sarah who both
died within their third month
of life. A very small stone in
the Mayflower Cemetery
marks the twins® burial,

A census from 1855 shows
Bartlett's occupation as a
cordwainer also ealled a shoc-
maker, The report describes a
shop located on Bartleit's
property. It was typical fora
shoemaker’s shop to be on or
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| attached to his property since
this business started as an “at
home" occupation. “Scores of
small one-rogm  buildings,
some of them no more than
eight by ten feet in area, dot-
ted the county,” noted Peter
Rapelye in his study, “Impact
of the Shipbuilding Industry
on a Small New England
Town: Duxbury, Ma."

The shoemaking industry
found its beginnings with the
women of the town,  The
wives of many sea eaplaing
necded “to pass time and to
gencrale some extra revenuc,
so they would organize small
shoe manufacturing, enlisting
their children in the piece-
work,”" said Rapelye.

During the winter months
when the shipping and fishing
business dwindled, many of
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Barilelt grave sile al Mayflower Cemelery.
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Surplus Street

(Tup} Remnanls of Duxbury's
Shoemaking Induslry courlesy
ol Rila Luckey. (Right) The

fence at 26 Surplus Streel with

Its distinclive lealure.

the men also made boots and
shoes,
It was all done by hand

with many of the elite ship- |

building families typically
using a favorite shoecmaker
who fashioned their shoes and
boots to their client’s prefer-
ences.

From the 1830s through
the 1850s, shoemakers in
Duxbury produced not only
for those living in town, but
also for other areas including
England and parts of Europe.
“The southern states and the
Caribbean arca became Ply-
mouth Countys principal cus-
tomers,” wrote James Pye in
The Duxhury Book.

Shoe shops also became
notorious places for “the less
arduously cmployed gentry”
as “male gossip mills,” added
Pye. No doubt Seth Bartlett’s
shop served the same capaci-
ty for the locals living in the
area.

Surplus  Street had its
share of shoemakers and shoe
shops. Asa Brewster made
shoes when he was not out
fishing for a living. Later his
house at 26 Surplus Street
became a bustling shoe shop
where William James Alden

J | and his son Willy made shoes

and boots, Not far away at the
end of Bumblebee Lane there
was another shoe shop at
Andrew Stetson's property.
The number of cordwain-
ers along Surplus Street was a
true reflection of the entire

lown, Town
records  from
1830 1o 1850

reparted 75 shoemakers, boot-
makers, or cordwainers dur-
ing that period.

Evidence of this industry
1 can still be found in Duxbury
| with original shoc shops now
[ converted into sheds and

I office spaces. The fence at 26
Surplus Street still has a sec-
tion in it that lifis out and
once allowed a cart lo be
wheeled to the rear of the
property and filled with fin-

completed shoes were deliv-
ered to Duxbury from the
large shoemaking centers of
Abington, Rockland, and
North Bridgewater (Brock-
ton)...and individual familics,
or workers performed one or
two of the steps of cutting,
scwing, or lacking in the
shoe-making process,”
explained Pyc.

What had originally begun
as a way for scafarers’ wives
1o make additional income !
would later become a family's |
sole means of livelihood, and
would also keep the town of
Duxbury afloat during the |
decline of the shipbuilding !
era.

“The period from 1850 to |
1870 was one of the darkest in
Duxbury’s cconomic history.”
said Pye. The drastic decline |
of the town's major economic |

standing outside the Seth Barlielt House, ¢. 1903.

ished shoes and boots and
then taken back to the road
and placed on a wagon for
export. (see photo)

In the beginning, the
leather used to make the shoes
was tanned at the shop or res-
idence, but soon tanning
became its own:jndustry, and
leather was delivered to the
shoemaker to make the shoes
and boots.

“Leather and partially

contributor,  shipbuilding, i

e SO DRGES
took its toll on families in
Duxbury. Many of the indus-
tries which supported the sca-
faring business were no
longer nceded as the ship
workers moved away to Salem
and other ports near Boston.
“Those who did not leave had
only fishing and small farms
to support them; there were
few ways to generate cash,”

continued on page 2 ;

Come see our NEW

HAND PAINTED
Furniture!

MARSHFIELD

837-1111

§ WERSTER SQUARE * MARSHEIELD

Olivia ROS€
Children’s Boutique -

% > Jory et Ourrrs]

Mow.-Sat, |0 am. tpc Su 114
Imo«un‘ﬁ « Marth! « RM-A851

www.articagallery.com

Mon-Fri 10-5:30/Sat. 10-5
A% Py yr Sruicier o O 340040

Paul Brogna, P.E.

. (m} szi-ma

182 Summer Sireet
Kingston

[781] 585 6800

A
P Junique & charming|
restaurant...
COOK-OUT
Onl.rwm{runng
prade
Open pm- lpm

Chscd voming v 4
T

39 Wisshingion 5L

Probury+9H-091 | |



continued from page 1

explained Pye. Manufactur-
ing shoes “kept the wolf on
the other side of the potato
patch,” said one Duxbury res-
ident.

Seth Bartlett continued
working as a shoemaker, but
his sons did not follow in his
footsteps. His son Seth died
in 1852, leaving a son named

"Henry Foster Bartlctt. Scth’s

son Henry  pursued
work in New York at
an advertising
agency, and  sum-
mered cach year at
the house on Surplus
Street.  He would
cventually meet and
marry Emma Jones
Stowall of New Bed-
ford.  The couple
went to live perma-
nently in New York,
but came for visits in
the summer months.
They had three chil-
dren, Etta E. who was
born in 1861, William
H.S. born on July 19,
1868, and Charles
Bradford Bartlett who
came two years later
in 1870.

Their grandfather,
Seth Bartlett died in

1896.

This ornate home became
one of Duxbury’s few Victori-
an structures, towering over
surrounding homes. It was a
common style for the period,
but what makes the renova-
tion unique is that it occurred
during an  economically
depressed time in Duxbury.

There is another intriguing
element - surrounding  this

Christine Jameson al an exhibit of her
famous painted trays.

CounrTesY oF Barsara Lawson
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including his mother Emma.

Fortunately the Bartlett
presence in the Queen Anne
styled house on Surplus Strect
continued through Emma and
Henry's daughter who was the
only one to marry and have a
child.
Charles N.B. Wheeler, a Har-
vard graduate, in 1891.
Wheeler became a teacher,
working at Partridge Acade-
my, which was located

at the site of the current
Town Hall, Later,
Wheeler and his wife
Etta moved to St. Paul
Minnesota, where the
young teacher started a
private school for boys

known as St Paul
Academy.
“Grandfather  was

highly  revered...the
school had a plaque
hung in his honor, but
he got so angry by this
that he had it taken
down and told them,
‘not until I'm dead,
recalled Barbara Jame-
son Lawson.
The Wheelers had
one daughter, Christine,
who was born in 1893,
The couple returned to the
house on Surplus Strect

1884 willing the house

to his wife and then to his son
Henry in trust for his chil-
dren. His wife Nancy lived
on in the residence until she
was 91 years old.

Architecturally, the house
took on an entirely new
fagade and sccond floor in
1896, the same year Henry
passed away from pneumonia.
This once simple Cape Cod,
similar (o the ncighboring
homes of Joseph Brewster
and Joseph Brewster Jr., was
dramatically changed to a two
and 1/2 story house with Ital-
ianate and Queen Anne fea-
tures.

A large barn was also built
some time in 1882, and there
is still a carving found in one
of its wooden beams that
reads: *HOUSE-1830,' ‘STA-

uaua- 1882, *2ND FLOOR-

Cape Cod turned Victorian
home. After Henry Bartlett
passed away in 1896, his wife
Emma left New York and
made the house on Surplus
Street her permanent home
along with her sons Charles
and William. One day, how-
ever, William, a courier for a
bank in Boston, got on a train
with money to be delivered to
New York and was never scen
again, Emma Bartlett stayed
on in the house hoping her
son would return to her.
Before her death in 1935,
she had a headstone placed in
her son William's memory at
Mayflower Cemetery with the
open date of death: “19—"
This incomplete gravestone
can still be found today at the
cemetery among all the other
Bartlett  family members

every summer. This tradi-
tion continued from one gen-
eration to the next as Chris-
tine married Gordon Rogers
Jameson and returned each
summer with her own chil-
dren. During these years of
summer visits, Emma Bartlett
and her son Charles continued
to live year-round in the
house, Charlie stayed on after
his mother’s death in 1935,
Once  Gordon  Jameson
retired from his carcer as a
mcchanical engineer, he and
Christine decided to make the
Victorian house their perma-
nent residence. “They put
heat in, and Ffixed it all up;
and Dad decided he needed a
hobby, so he fixed up the barn
and put up a sign, ‘Uncle
Jims Hobby Shop' on the
front of it,” said Lawson.
Jameson started a furniture

Etta Bartlett married
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The Seth Bartlett House.

Puoro o Shetiy Basiw

making business in the old
barn, while his wife began
working on her skills as a tray
painter, a hobby that would
turn into a very lucrative pro-
fession. She became a mem-
ber of the Brazier Guild of
Boston, which was no small
feat. “She also had a thriving
business with Shreve, Crump
& Low, and couldn’t keep up
with the demand for her
painted trays,” added Lawson.

In her limited spare time,
Christine began to teach tray
painting to others in Duxbury.
“Mom was an inspiration to
other artists, and she taught
everybody in town, (including
another accomplished local
artist, Bobbie Cutler, who co-
founded the Dubury Clip-
per),” said Lawson.

After Christine’s stroke,
she taught herself how to
paint with her left hand, and
was still so good that she con-
tinudd to scll her trays to
Shreve, Crump & Low, added
Bea Richards who resides
next door to the Seth Bartlett
House.

Charles Bartlett, or
“Uncle Charlie” as everyone
called him remained living in
the house at Surplus Street
until his death in 1966 at the
age of 95 years old. Charles
had been left deaf from scar-
let fever at the age of 17. He

was an avid reader, and his
Duxbury Free Library card
wis  number 1. noted
Richards. She reealled the
day that World War | ended.
“Everyone was out in the
streets, puns were shot off,
and when we went over to tell
Charlic the good news, he
said he wouldn't believe it
until he read it in the newspa-
per the next day,” laughed
Richards.

For 146 years this beauti-
ful house remained in the
Bartlett family. Then in 1979,
it was sold to Suzanne and
Henry Stout who did exten-
sive remodeling and made
additional  improvements,
until they sold the house in
1991. Itis hard to belicve this
lovely residence  with s
Queen Anne features was
once a Cape Cod house, the
site of a industrious shoc shop
and a Turniture repair and
manufacturing business, and a
place where famous painted
trays were skillfully created
and delivered to  Shreve,
Crump & Low.

Next in this series, we will
visit three homes all builr by
one family and explore the
history behind the architec-
ture of the Cape Cod style as
we  journey down one of
Duxhury's oldest pathways.
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Matilda Wadsworth and | stayed on with Wait and
Thomas Chandler House i Priscilla Wadsworth  since
104 Surplus Strect Thomas was away for long

On May 10th 1806, Wait | periods of time as a mariner.
Wadsworth sold a parcel of Wait Wadsworth had origi-
his landholdings on Surplus | nally purchased 2 1/2 acres in
Streel to his daughters hus- | 1793 located across from 88
band, Thomas Chandler, for | Surplus Street, and then in
50 dollars, Matilda, born in | 1800 expanded his landhold-

July of 1776, was Wait] ings by purchasing 6 acres on
Wadsworth  and  Jerusha | the north side of Surplus
Bartlett Robinson's oldest| Strect from the estate of
daughter. She had married | Ebenezer  Delano. His

dwelling no longer stands, but
he most likely built a sturdy
Cape cod hous¢ where he
raised ten children.

Jerusha and Wait's first
child was Robert, who came

Thomas cight years carlicr in
1798, Where the young cou-
ple lived before they built the |
Cape Cod near the Wadsworth
family’s  homestead 15
unknown,  Perhaps, they

A Journey Down Surplus Street: Part VI

98 Surplus Streel, . 1900.
Pholo Courlesy of DR&HS

in 1774, and then. Matilda,
Silvia in 1781, Lucinda was
born 1785, and Jerusha,
named after her mother came
in 1789, Three years later
their son James was born.
Sometime after 1797, when
their youngest child Waity

104 Surplus Street, ¢, 1900, where Matilda Peterson once ran her shop.

| Captain's Hill,
Proto Cowmtesy of DREHS '. Captain Wait Wadsworth, was |

was born, Jerusha died leav-
ing Wait Wadsworth to raise
his seven children.

Wait did not last long as a
single parent, and marricd
Priscilla Stetson Weston in
January of 1799, She was a
widow of John Weston who
had been lost at sea, Priscilla
and Wait continued to add to
the already, large Wadsworth
family. They had Caroline,
born in 1802, Lewis in 1804
and the youngest Wadsworth
child, Jane was born in [809,

Wait  Wadsworth s
described in deeds as a black-
smith. One  researcher
believes his blacksmith shop
may have been moved up and
across the street and is part of
the house located at 88 Sur-
plus Street, the home of
Jeanne and John Clark.

Wait Wadsworth was used
to a large family. He had
grown up with 13 siblings on
his parent’s homestead locat-
ed on southeasterly slope of
His father,

a Revolutionary hero who was
first a licutenant and then
made captain in 1766, Abi-
gail Bradford, Wait’s mother,
was the daughicr of the Hon-
orable Gamalicl Bradford

Matilda and Thomas Chan-
dler had already built their
Cape Cod house on the lot her
father sold to them in 1806.
They had onc daughter, also
named  Matilda,  Thomas
Chandler met his late, howev-
er, in January of 1825 at the
age of 55 years when he was
lost at sea on a voyage (o
North Carolina. A gravestone
placed at the Mayflower
Cemelery in “his memory™
can still be seen today.

In 1822, the Chandlers
doughter  Matilda  married
James Peterson, the son of
Joshua and Silva Soule Peter-
son- The couple lived in the |
Cape amongst the other :
Wadsworth family members i

|
|
1
1

on Surplus Streel, !
Tragedy struck only two

continued on page 10
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and hall years into their mar-
riage when James died at the
aee of 33 years. Matilda was
lefi 1o care Tor her infant son
Tl Jnes. She proved 1o be
a strong woman as she faeed
even more misfortune when
lile John Jumes died at the
age of 18 months.

Mother und  doughter
would again be the only ones
living in the house on Surplus
Street until Matilda
Wadsworth, daughter of Wait
Wadsworth, died in 1832 at
the age of 56 years, On her
gravestone is the word relict
of Thomas Chandler, which
was an interchangeable word
for widow.

With so much loss, it is
surprising Matilda Wadsworth
Peterson became a successful
businesswoman, and all the
pere ansazing, for o fenule o
be listed in the lown census as
o Ctrader’ in the 18005, An
account of life in Duxbury in
1840 written by Pauline Win-
sor  Wilkinson in 1921
describes Matilda  Peterson
and her business. “But for the
lintle daintier laces or ribbons,
when we were getling ready
for the Thanksgiving ball...
we walked across the pastures
1o Miss Matilda Peterson’s,
She had one front room in her
house on Surplus Street, used
as a shop, which was very
quaint, but not more so than
hersell, a spinster tall and
thin, with her reddish hair in
puffs at the sides and a cap
with ribbons perched on top
of her head.”

In 1884, Matilda Peterson
died at the age of 84, leaving
behind her ribbon business
and her legacy as one of
Duxbury's earliest female
entrepreneurs,

The Lucinda Wadsworth
and Zenas Winsor House
112 Surplus Street

The same year Matilda

A Journey Down Surplus Street

98 Surplus Street has two back ells and an open porch

Proro oy Seewy Basw

Wadsworth and her husband
Thomas Chandler purchased
their pareel of Tand Trom her
father Wail Wadsworth; her
younger sister Lucinda mar-
ried Zenas Winsor, a mariner,
It was the year 1806, Lucin-
da and Zenas had their First
child, Deborah, two years lat-
er.

It is unknown where the
couple resided during their
first years of marriage. By
1811 they had two children,
and most likely wanted a
home of their own for their
growing family. Just as Wait
Wadsworth had sold a parcel
of his land to his son-in-law
Chandler, he now sold anoth-
er parcel of his Surplus Street
landholdings to Zenas for 560
dollars.
of a dwelling in the con-
veyance of this land purchase.
The couple most likely built
their Cape Cod house with its
large center chimney soon
after the 1812 land purchase.

Once they were living in
their new house, Lucinda gave
birth to five more children,
Lucinda born in 1813, Zenas
Jr. in 1816, Jerusha R. in

There is no mention-

1819, Helen C. in 1823, and
Laurelia two years later.
Today, this Cape Cod con-

two windows located on
either side of it. As with most
Cape Cods, the large bricked
central chimney dictates the
location of all the rooms in
the house, as well as, the
placement and pitch ol the
front stairwell,

The floor plan of Lucinda
and Zenas' house is typical of
the Cape Cod style with two
parlors on either side of the
front entrance, a steep wrap-
ping staircase just as you
enter the front door, und-a
large keeping room in the
rear.

The large central chimney
was often found in the Cape
Cod house, which included
several fireplaces, Typically,
there was a fireplace in the
three rooms on the first level
and one in the upstairs bed-
room. They were often very
shallow to provide the most
ellective means Tor heating

family gathered at the end of
the day, the young children
playing while the older chil-
dren and adults did the
chores...and the womenfolk
mathered to picce their pateh-
wark  quilis,” noted  Doris
Doane, author of A Book of
Cape Cod Houses.

Today, the keeping room of
Lucinda and Zenas® Cape Cod
remains almost unchanged
except for its use as a kitchen
since a later addition provided
u new Kitchen to the rear of
the original dwelling. (See
photo) The current owners
have restored and preserved
all the woodwork, The beau-
ty of the floors with 10 and
12-inch pine planks, wain-
seoting, and mantle provide a
warm, cozy feeling, and one
can  easily imuge  the
Wadsworth-Winsor — family
pathered together, sharing the
days happenings and cating

‘The front parlor room of 112 Surp

lus Street was used onlr!r Ioral emlnn In Ihnrly 1800s.

Proto sy Depoaa Karz

tains most of its original
details and layout. It is con-
sidered a full Cape since it
has the center front door with

Suzanne McMahon shows the keeping room's hearth at 112 Surplus Streel.
Proro ey Desora Karz

the rooms.

The front parlor was used
only én special occasions
such as weddings, and ulso for
funerals. This space was typ-
ically more “finished” with
intricate molding and a partic-
ular design in the mantelpiece
over the fireplace. It was
common practice to carve the
mantle  with o signature
design, which  might  be
repeated in other rooms and
would set one builder apart
from another. Today the par-
lor of 112 Surplus Street still
shows the beauty and work-
manship of its original
builder. (See photo) The other
room opposite the front parlor
was often used as a down-
stairs bedroom, with its own
fireplace to provide warmth
during the cold  winter
months.

The keeping room was a
large rectangular space with
wide pine plank flooring con-
taining a fireplace with a very
large hearth for cooking. [t
was where most of the activi-
ties took place. “Here the

their meal before the warmth
of this massive fireplace.

Another treasure found in
the layout of this Cape is the
fact the borning room still
exists as it did when Lucinda
delivered her babics here in
the early 1800s. It has
become rare to find this room,
roughly a 7 by 10-foot space,
still intact in Cape Cod hous-
es as many homeowners dur-
ing remodeling took down
walls to create o large living
space, or converted the room
into u downstairs Lavadory.

The bornilg. room  wis
always lound adjacent to the
keeping room, which provid-
ed both heat and a source of
boiled water, “and a place
where the infant could be
close to its mother without
being directly underfoot,” said
Doane. Today, Lucinda and
Zenas Winsor's borning room
is used for an ofTice.

Zenas Winsor continued
his career os a captain, Dur-
ing 1812 he was in charge of
the Duxbury alarm-boat
which was manned by six
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men ol oeruised  the area
Hetween Plymourh beach and
Saquish. “Instructions were
given them to fire a gun on
the approach of any of the
enemy’s burges, which was o
b pnswered by the cannon ut
the buatteries and along the
shore, and a lighted tar-barrel
at Captain’s Hill” noted Justin
Winsor.

Their children grew up
among  their  Wadsworth
| cousins and many eventually
married.  There are no
changes in title until 1847
when Zenas Winsor Jr. pur-
chased the family homestead
for $300 from his futher Cap-
Lain Zenas Winsor. [ appears
Zenas Jr, did not purchase the
house for his own use as i res-
idence, as only Captain Zenas
Winsor age 70 years and a
sixty-year old woman named
Priscilla Winsor were living in
the Cape Cod on Surplus
Street in 1855, Zenas Winsor
Ir. appears-to have also moved
to Fairhaven, Massachusetts
where he had one son, Zenas
1.

Cuptain Zenas Winsor’s
wife,  Lucinda  Wadsworth

1855 at the age of 70 years
old. It is unknown whether
Priscilla was a second wilc to
Captain Zenas or some other
relative. Later, she is the only
resident ol the house on Sur-
plus Street, according to the

pussed away in Junuary of

guardian for Zenas 111 by the |
probite court of New Bedford |
alter the death of Zenas Jr, ol
said Fairhaven.” The property
sold to Harrison Wadsworth
for the handsome price of
$500, the highest bid. What
relation Lucia Winsor was to
Zenas, Jr.is still unclear; it
may be she was a second wife
to him and a stepmother to |
Zenas 11,

Harrison Wadsworth was
the son of Ahira Wadsworth
who was a nephew ol Wait
Wadsworth. He purchased the
Cape Cod house when he was
twenty-four years old, and at
the time must have being
doing well since he could
afford to spend $500 to obtain
the properly during a time
when the local ceonomy was
rather bleak,

Hurrison remained at the
property for the next 51 years,
selling in 1917 to Archer
Wadsworth, a painter by trade.
“Archer used to mix his paints
out in the back shed of the
property,” according to Bob
MeMahon, the current owner
of the Cape Cod house.

1t wasn’t until 1940 when
the  property  left  the
Wadsworth family. Their 128
years of ownership along with
the fact only two subsequent
owners have resided here
explains why most of the full
Cape has remained virtually
untouched since the days of
its originil owners. As one
walks along the wide pine

Sile of Wait Wadsworth's homestead c. 1900,

>
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The Wadsworth Capes

on the sguare lot, elose to the
olth cart path that led to the
shore,  Another cart puth
along the west side of the lot
existed and was part of the
1637 Duxburrough Path.

Many of the early Cape
Cod homes were built with
their fronts facing south since
the only means of heating the
dwelling was from burning
wood in the fireplaces. “The
low winter sun added a
wurmth to the front rooms
which were usually reserved
for formal occasions...and lor
those who could not afford a
clock, a seccondary advantage
was pained; when the sun
shone directly in the front
windows the family knew it
was noontime,” added Doane.

Perhaps James took advan-
tage of the south side of the
property and the higher eleva-
tion for warmth, or he simply
wanted his Cape to be in linc
wilh his neighboring sisters’
houses. He built a simple yet
sturdy house. “The raflers are
hand hewn beautifully and
they are roughly 7 ft on cen-
ter, with floor joists holding
up the first floor that are in
part mortised logs, partly
hand hewn,” noted Dorothy
Wentworth,

James' floor plan is the
typical full Cape Cod layout
with “rooms anchored by a
huge chimney” Like his sister
Lucinda’s house, there are
three lireplaces on the First
floor, and an old stairwell,
which turns before reaching
the second floor,

James had married Lydia
Sylvester, daughter of John

- Sylvester, and the couple had

no children at the time of the
land purchase.  Only two
manths aflter James® purchase
of the property, he sold to
Charles Sampson the Jot-and
dwelling for the hefty price of
$750. James and Lydia
moved to Plymouth where
they raised four children,

The house remained in the
Sampson family for the next
71 years.
ership an old building was
moved on o the property Tor
a kitchen, and later

Census Report of 1865, It is
possible that Zenas Jr. pur-
chased the house in order to
provide money to his father
whu may have been in finan-
cial need, and then continued
1o provide the house to his
Father and possibly a step-
mother for the remainder of
their lives.

Another mystery sur-
rounds this Cape Cod house.
In 1866, three years afier the
death of Captain Zenas Win-
sor, the house sold to a Harri-
son Wadsworth through an
auction  conducted by a
guardian for Zenas 11, the
grandson ol Winsor who was
still a minor. A Lucia Winsor
of Fairhaven was appointed

planks of this home, it is clear

another one was added for a
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Two views of 112 Surplus Streef a century apart,

- interest

During their own-

back shed. A lovely old pho-
tograph shows this side of
house with the two ells and a
large open porch. (Sce photo
on page 8)

Charles Sampson appears
to have run into some finan-
cial difficulties during his
ownership of the house. In
1830, he sold the lot and
dwelling house to Ichabod
Sampson Jr. for $357.50,
obtaining a mortgage for the
same amount “with Jawful
due in 3 years”
Charles continued to live in
the house.

Unfortunately, this mori-
gage did not appear to help
Charles out of his financial
difficulty because in 1836 a
guardian; leahbod Alden, was
appointed by order of the Pro-
bate Court “tp convey real
estate of Charles Sampson to
produce $1,000 to pay his
debt.” Charles isdescribed in
the court document as a
“spendthrift”  Still Charles
continued o reside in his
Cape Cod howse along, Sor-
plus Street.

In 1867, he sold the house

the owners recognized the
treasures found within by
leaving its original layout,
posts, beams, NMovorbourds,
bricks, walls, stairwell, doors
and windows unaltered as a
testimony of Lucinda
Wadsworth and her husband
Zenas Winsor,
James Wadsworth House
98 Surplus Strect

In 1821 Wait Wadsworth
sold a 150 foot square lot
which was part of six acres he
owned along Surplus Street to
his son James for 36 dollars.
James, who was twenty-nine
years old at the time, had
already built his Cape Cod
house on a hill facing south

fpargil |

Front stairway of 112 Surplus Streel

Proro oy Depora Karz

to his daughter-in-law, Tamar
Sampson of East Abington,
for $500. She kept the house
in the Tamily, selling it to
Thomas Sampson of Chelsea,
who was the last Sampson to
own the quaint Cape on the
hill.

From 1892 to 1905 the
house served as a summer-res-
itence. One owner, Charles
Stetson was from New York
who later sold the house to
Harry Crocker of Brooklyn.
This was a time in Duxbury
known for its summer people.
The train spurred the exodus
from the ity to the seashore,
Muny houses in town became
summer residences. The town
had entered a new phase of
economic growth as business-
es catered to the summer peo-
ple; and inns and even resorts
popped up- throughout town,
“Duxbury became such a way
of life for these vacationers
that it was advantageous for
families either to purchase
line old sea captain’s houses,
whien available, or 1o build
their own summer houses,”
noted Margery MacMillian,

This Cape Cod house
eventually converted back to
its original ‘usc as a year-
round residence.  lts front
parlors are still warmed by
the winter sun shining
through the old sturdy win-
dows facing an ancient cart
path now known as Surplus
Street.

Next in this series, we will
visit one of Duxhurys few
remaining half houses and
continie to explore the histo-
ry behind the architecture of
the Cape Cod style as we
Journey  down  one  of
Duxhierys oldest pathways.




